2                      Pope Pius XI
In the long run one can always predict what the Vati-
can's policy will be, just as in British policy one can be
always sure that the independence of Belgium and Holland
and the safety of the route to India will be insisted upon.
Thus it will always be certain that the Pope will try to get
control of the education of Catholic children throughout
the world, so that they may be brought up with the definite
ideas of Catholicism. The Vatican will also insist on its
own authority in religious matters, and will always watch
with great jealousy the growth of the power of the
Catholic Church in any one country on lines which tend
towards undue independence. It will always be afraid of
a schism such as occurred in the past with the Eastern
Churches; or, as it has been recently afraid, of a schism
which might occur in some countries of the West.
At the present time, the Vatican has to face an inter-
esting development in the world's history. About one
hundred years ago, Lord Macaulay tells us, there were
over 15-0 million Roman Catholics in the World; to-day
there are over 3^0 millions. In those days almost all the
Catholics were in Europe, and Rome as the centre of
Europe could speak without difficulty to people with an
European outlook. Within the last hundred years the
Catholic population of Europe has not increased in pro-
portion to the general population, and the growth of
Catholicism from 1,5-0 to 35*0 millions can mainly be
accounted for in the New World of North and South
America*
During the fifteen years of the reign of Pope Pius XI,
Rome has been forced more and more to face this fact.
The Bishoprics of the New World are now some 400 as
against Europe's 650, and indeed if the development in